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òJoy unspeakable and full of glory!ó 
 There are no words better than those to describe the bold 

and decisive step of faith members of the body of Christ at 

Ridge Manor Community United Methodist Church made 

April 24 when more than 90 percent of them voted in favor 

of the strategic vision plan. 

 Members of the Stewardship and Vision Strategic Plan-

ning Team had prayed the plan for the church's next five 

years would receive a mandate when the votes were 

counted. Their prayers were answered when the tallying of 

the votes showed 45 yeas, four nays and two unsure. 

 God clearly showed through this vote that tithing 10 per-

cent of one's income, time, talents, gifts and resources were 

necessary steps for our church to survive and prosper. Our 

church had been operating at a loss. Reserve funds were 

being used to meet operating expenses. 

 God wanted exceedingly abundantly more for 

RMCUMC. And His body at RMCUMC agreed to enter 

into a faith partnership with Him to make that possible. 

 "Now all glory to God, who is able, through His mighty 

work within us, to do exceedingly abundantly more than we 

would ever dare to ask, hope or dream for." ðEphesians 3:20. 

        The plan anticipates 

church membership growth at 

15 percent over the next five 

years, based on recent growth 

trends. It also calls for the 

membership to achieve a full 

tithing model over time (first-

mile giving). 

    The church's budget, based 

on the plan, continues existing 

ministries and commitments 

to meet the needs of the hurt-

ing people within eastern Her-

nando County and throughout 

Central Florida. It makes it a 

church goal to reach out by 

increasing ministries of hope 

and healing as the plan goes forward. 

     Those voting in favor of the plan were taking a gigantic 

step of faith because they realized they were stewards of all 

that God has given them. Those things include gifts, time, 

talents, money, resources, His power and various other 

things. God is the giver of all good and perfect gifts.  

 ("Whatever is good and perfect comes down to us from 

God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. 

He never changes or casts a shifting shadow." ðJames 1:17) 

 Stewardship is the act of using the things that God has 

given us to glorify God and to help ourselves and others to 

have a closer walk with Him.          

 There are seven distinct advantages members of our  

church expect to experience as a result of their historic life- 

changing decision. 
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  PASTOR DEBBIE ANNOUNCES VOTE OF CONGREGATION      

Team Member Ken 
Philip, a key player  
in vision planning, 
answers questions. 
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 Pastorõs ôPenõ  
              

    Summer Fun and Treasure Huntinõ 

   ñPastor Debbie 

 Can you remember a time when you yearned for 
summer to arrive?  Maybe you have to think 

waaaaay back to school days and eagerly an-
ticipating the end of school ð that final 
school bell. Didnôt it even sound dif-
ferent that last day? 

     I used to get really excited around 
Memorial Day when dad would take 

the cover off the pool to get it ready 
for summer. Never mind that it looked like a swamp 
when that heavy, plastic cover was peeled back.  
Soon it would be the gathering spot of my friends 
and countless hours of splish-splashy bliss é aaah, 
summertime! 
     Even as a young adult, I thought the end of a 
school year and start of summer was reason to cele-
brate. Why? I was a school teacher. Standing in the 
bus loop, blowing 
kisses at the crying 
students as they 
pulled away and 
just as they drove 
out of sight, the 
high-fives and spik-
ing of our clip-
boards would begin é aaah, summertime! 
    They even made a song about it, ñSummertime 
and the livinô is easy.  Fish are jumpinô and the cot-
ton is high. ...ò  You gotta love Gershwin! 
    So here we are. June is upon us. Summer has ar-
rived. Somehow, my excitement has waned. Maybe 
Iôve ñgrown upò too much ð responsibilities, meet-
ings, duties é or maybe just humidity (I guess my 
hairdo did not matter as much as a child. )   
    My summertime bliss seems to have  
faded, and I miss it. So this is my solution 

 to spice up our 
 simmered-  
down summertime ð a 
TREASURE HUNT!   

    Now, come on é eve-
ryone loves a treasure 
hunt (even if youôre just 

watching!).  Remember 
when the ñPirates of 
the Caribbeanò came 

out? Whether you were watch-

ing the quirky Johnny 
Depp play Captain Jack 
Sparrow or thinking 
back to former versions 

of the film/story, we love 
to feel a part of the hunt.  

Scrolled up maps, dramatic races 
to uncover clues and all the 

thrill of the hunt for buried 
treasure ð argh!  Shiver me 

timbers!  (What are ótimbersô anyway and why are 
they shivering?)   
 Sorry é my vessel is off-course. At any rate, I 
want to challenge YOU this summer to the greatest 
of treasure hunts. There is even a map involved and 
an evil enemy who would love to keep you from 
finding this all-important treasure, a treasure of eter-
nal proportions!   
    In Matthew 6:20, our treasure map reads, ñBut 
store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where moth and rust 
do not destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal.ò   
    What if we all spent the sum-
mer looking for golden God-
moments?  é little (and even 
maybe some ñnot-so-littleò) 
chances to make a difference in the 
lives of others for the glory of God ð a spiritual 
treasure hunt!  What if we stepped out of our com-
fort zones and served others in a way that stored up 
treasure in heaven?  How amazing would that be! 
 So I am laying down the gauntlet and challeng-
ing you, mateys. The final bell has rung, the buses 
are out of the loop, and itôs time to take the summer-
time challenge! Who will you bless?  How might 
you do it? Is there a secret gift you could anony-
mously send someone?  A VBS you could help at? 
(Wink, wink)  The possibilities 
are endless and the treasure to 
be stored up?  Itôs priceless!  I 
hope you have such a blast that 
your timbers shiver. 

ñYou have to expect things of yourself before you can do them.ò ðMichael Jordan 

 

 

Treasures  In Heaven 


