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Purpose: 
  To build a warm and welcoming 
church family where the wounded, 

weary and wondering are becoming 
transformed followers of Jesus Christ. 
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Christmas Passes, Memories Remain 
 Itôs over.  

    The events, parties, services, singing, ex-

changes ð all are past.  

 As Baby Garett seems to be saying,  

 ñYES!ò 

 But as good as the Christmas holidays might 

have been for all the babies and children, the spe-

cial services, the special ladies ensemble, and all 

the other related events, left others with a gentle 

reminder of the reason for the celebration. 

 The Christmas Eve candlelight service, the 

days of advent, and those taking part, made a last-

ing impression, as did the little children with their programs and the un-

usual video produced by the childrenôs department. 

 The next few pages highlight the best of the churchôs purpose and 

function. Pastor Debbie, staff, and congregation made it all special.  

 We remembered Christmas and the Baby. 

 

Yes! 

 

Christmas baby Garett,  
is the son of Chevonne 
Keesee, former childrenõs 
director, and husband Steve.  

 
COMING UP 

Check calendar insert  
for February/March  
events and holidays.  

A Miracle: Travelers to the Rescue  
 We were going to Moffitt for daddy's 
last chemo treatment for the month and 
stopped at Waffle House for his usual 
biscuits and gravy.    
 Daddy had told me he wasn't feeling 
well. Being a diabetic and not having 
eaten that morning, he went into a low 
sugar shock. This time, however, it was 
worse. He quickly went blind, rigid 
and was starting to convulse.   
 The waitress was hollering for orange 
juice. I was trying to pour milk into 
him while waiting for the orange juice 

when a lady in biker clothes 
stood up, and stated that she 
was a trauma nurse.   
 She took the orange juice and 
poured sugar into it, and be-
tween all of us daddy was fine. 
 She looked up at me and 
asked, "Would you like to pray 
for him?'ñ  
 I,  of course, replied with an enthusi-
astic yes, and we began to hold hands 
and pray. After checking him again, I 
found out they are missionaries to pris-

ons and most from Indiana, so I invited 
them to our church. They came and 
Lana stood up and gave a beautiful testi-
mony.    ðJudy Kerrigan 

         JUDY AND HER SPECIAL GUESTS  

 The  church raised $1,298 and Wal-Mart donated an addi-

tional $190 in gift cards for the 

Christmas Angels mission.  

   Hungry Howies and Pizza Hut 

donated six pizzas, and there 

was a private donation for eight 

pizzas purchased from ABC 

Pizza at a discounted price.   

   Twenty-five kids were spon-

sored, however only 22 shopped. 

Over 25 adults volunteered 

to drive, escort during the 

shopping, set up the kitchen 

for lunch, pick up the food 

and assist in the wrapping of 

the presents.  

    All who participated felt 

that it was a great day and 

the mission was a great success. Thanks for your support 

and God Bless!      ðMary Cannon, leader 

Christmas Angels Mission Receives Amazing Support  

 

Elyse Ehrman checks out.  

Sage Buddock and T.T. Burns 

concentrate on wrapping gifts.  
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2                                          ñMany a true word is spoken in jest.ò ï English proverb 

                Pastorõs ôPenõ  
             You Will Be Challenged During Seasonõs Sundays 

PRAYERS AT KOINONIA  

Each Sunday morning parishion-

ers gather to study the Bible. 

Koinonia consists of a light 

breakfast and a heavy lesson ñ 

well, not too heavy. Leader Pam 

Blomberg has a variety from 

videos, quizzes, and even a con-

test now and then.  Itõs fun and 

itõs enlightening. Come start the 

day at 8:30 a.m. Or join the 

group at nine for studies.  

 

 Children are amazing. If you stop 

to truly watch a child, there are so 

many lessons you can learn. Extending 

the little posy in that tiny little hand, 

they are masters of giving.   

 Wrapping their sweet arms around 

your neck, they remind you of the 

power of unconditional love. But place 

a beloved toy in their hands and then 

try to take it from them? Well, it just 

ainôt gonna be pretty!   

 Case in point é join me in reading,  
 
  Rules of a Toddler  
 1. If I like it, it's mine.  

 2. If it's in my hand, it's mine.  

 3. If I can take it from you, it's mine.  

 4. If I had it a little while ago, it's mine.  

 5. If it's mine, it must NEVER appear to be yours 

in anyway.  

 6. If I'm doing or building something, all the 

pieces are mine.  

 7. If it looks just like mine, it is mine.  

 8. If I saw it first, it's mine.  

 9. If you are playing with something and you put it 

down, it automatically becomes mine.  

 10. If it's broken, it's yours.  
 I came across that a few years ago. Although it 

made me laugh, I marveled at how amazingly true it 

was of children. The more I read over the list, though, 

the more I believe that we as adults may still have some 

lingering ñmunchkin mentality.ò Think about it. What 

would you say belongs to you? Your home? Children?  

Spouse?  Bank account? What else do you possess? A  

 

 

car? A job? A retirement plan or 

pension? 

      It is amazing that as children, 

we may have been our motherôs 

daughter é at least until we did 

something wrong. Then our 

mother would say to our father, 

ñCome deal with your 

child!ò  (See rule #10.)   

     I guess we can say that there 

are many spoken and unspoken rules about what is 

ñmineò! 

    The Lord has called me to challenge every one of 

those rules this Lenten season. 

 As many of you know, the season known as Lent is 

the 40-day time period which takes place before Easter. 

Just like the 40 days Jesus spent in the desert fasting, 

praying and being tempted by the devil, Christians are 

encouraged to use this 40-day period as an occasion for 

repentance, fasting, praying, and reflection as Easter 

Sunday approaches. During Lent, we hopefully take 

time for serious reflection, self-examination and spiri-

tual redirection.  

 And, during this season, which begins on Ash 

Wednesday (Feb. 17), we are going to take some liberty 

with this seasonôs namesake ð  ñLent.ò  

 The Sundays leading up to Easter, I will be explor-

ing an important question with you. This question is 

going to challenge your thoughts and perhaps precon-

ceived notions about possessions and things you ñown.ò 

I will leave you with the question, which is also the title 

of our Lenten Sermon Series ð 

 ñLent:  What are you doing with what God has 

loaned you?ò        ðPastor Debbie                                                              

Who can resist these precious arms?  
(The photo is of a younger Lauren 
Marcelle, still a precious little one.)  

 


