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 Today, Sunday, July 25, marks the end of Debbie 
Thompsonôs career as childrenôs ministry director at Ridge 
Manor Community United Methodist Church.  

Debbie T., as sheôs affectionately called, is moving to 
New Hampshire to be closer to family there. 
ñI donôt like saying goodbyes. Itôs always Iôll see you 

later,ò she said. 
ñBeing here for the past year has been a really fantastic 

preparation time for me, to maybe do something up north ï 
to have a little bit more confidence 
in what I can do with Godôs help.  
ñI just want to say thank you to 

everybody here at Ridge Manor. 
Thank you for your support, your 
prayers and just accepting my fam-
ily into the bigger family here at 
Ridge Manor. Nobody will ever be 
forgotten,ò she said. 
Pastor Debbie marveled, ñThe 

Lord is so good to us ð sending us this healing, spirit-filled 
wonder woman just when we needed her most. She loved 
on our kids and brought a peace to the ministry and its                

                                                                                                

Leaders. She was just what The 
Doctor ordered. I will miss her 
greatly.ò 

  Debbie T. will be working 
part time at a hospital where she 
used to work in New Hampshire. 
She also plans to keep herself 
busy helping to care for her 
grandson, Ian. Her son Jason, 

and daughter-in-
law, Martha, will be working full time.   
Jason will be teaching high school drama.     
When he wasnôt manning the churchôs sound 
system, he portrayed many different characters 
to entertain youngsters (and adults) during 
childrenôs church.   
    Debbie T., who has 18 years experience 
working with children, grew in the Lord as the 
childrenôs program grew under her direction 

over the past year. And, she has been deeply moved by the 
spiritual growth the churchôs children have experienced. 
ñI think watching the children enter into worship is what 

touches my heart. I mean, to me, thatôs when things happen 
to little kids. You see two-year-olds who will get up and 
sing like five-year-olds. So I think any time a child is in 
worship is always a touching time,ò Debbie T. said. 
The success of this yearôs Vacation Bible School is her 

single most satisfying experience while serving as chil-
drenôs ministry director. 
She said, ñItôs actually the first one that Iôve done as a 

director. Iôve always been a volunteer behind the scenes. I 
was a bit nervous taking it 
on, but it all worked out 
well. I think the kids doing 
the Christmas program was 
really touching too. It was a 
little bit different kind of 
Christmas program.ò  

Some of her other ac-
complishments include 
changing the Wednesday 
evening childrenôs program 
from FBI to UC4JC ð Un-
der Construction 4 Jesus 
Christ ð and actively    

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS 
Debbie Thompson and son Jason, center, receive a hands -on 
blessing on Sunday, July 11, after Pastor Debbie announced 
that the childrenõs director, son, and family would be leaving 
for New Hampshire the end of the month. They are returning 
to their home base to be close to families and for new oppor-
tunities. Jason has assisted with the children, dramas, and 
operated the new sound and visual system, and his wife Mar-
tha has assisted with the childrenõs program. Son Ian, with 
his twinkling eyes and precious grin, has been a joy to all.  

 

 
 

 

Debbie T. Says: ôIõll see you later ...õ   
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Pastor Debbie urges all to 
attend the special bon voyage 

luncheon after worship to thank 
and praise Debbie T. for the many 
ways she blessed the church with 
her childrenôs ministry. 
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 Birds fascinate me. Just a few 

weeks ago, I sat mesmerized in front 

of my television as I watched a flock 

of doves being released outside the 

funeral of our two fallen Tampa police 

officers. Such a sad day and many 

heavy hearts, but all eyes were glued 

to the sky as this formation of pure 

white doves swooped and turned and 

flew with such grace and precision, I 

never knew doves could do such tight 

and synchronized maneuvers. The 

news anchors then mentioned how the graceful creatures 

would continue in formation and fly a few hundred miles 

ñhome.ò Isnôt that amazing? 

 Watching them made me think of the Holy Spirit, our 

heavenly ñdoveò in all of His power and yet gentle grace. 

How wonderfully He can lead us into Godôs perfect 

ñformationò or will for our lives, leading us to the place we 

were always meant to be ð in the Presence of the Al-

mighty. How wonderful! 

 Doves do not have the corner market on maneuvers and 

aviary formations. We often hear of geese and their amaz-

ing ability to work together to achieve such fantastic flying 

feats. According to author/ bird enthusiast, Milton Olson é 
 

As each goose flaps its wings, it creates an "uplift" for 

the birds that follow. By flying in a "V" formation, the 

whole flock adds 71 percent greater flying range than if 

each bird flew alone. 

Did you know that in continuing with our Strategic 

Plan, our newly formed Executive Committee (Ken 

Philip, Louise Gerheauser, Barb Green, Lori Cun-

ningham and Secretary Alice Black) have ñflown 

alongsideò your pastor and are meeting with me 

each Tuesday (and even on some Saturdays, too)? 

These meetings help to drive our Strategic Plan for-

ward in a timely manner and to support me as pas-

tor, increasing my overall effectiveness. A main area 

of focus had been assisting me in using my time in  

 conjunction with my strongest spiritual gifts. This 

would ñincrease the whole flockôs flying rangeò as 

we soar toward our Vision and Mission. 
 
When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels 

the drag and resistance of flying alone. It quickly 

moves back into formation to take advantage of the lift-

ing power of the bird immediately in front of it. 

As an Executive Committee, we have been working on 

the restructuring on ministries into a structure that  

      works with our overall Plan. One ministry that  

 

 

emerged from this process is a Connec-

tion Team. this team will see that no 

one is ñlost from the flockò by drop-

ping out of formation unbeknownst to 

us. Their mission will be to find those 

who are missing from the flock and 

seek to bring them back to us seeing 

that no goose is left behind.J 
  

When the lead goose tires, it rotates 

back into formation and another goose 

flies to the point position. 

As your pastor, there are times I just get worn out. Our 

Executive Committee has served to allow me, at 

times, to ñrotate backò while they serve in the point 

position. These times of respite have greatly in-

creased my overall health and spiritual vigor. One 

such time was at the end of May when the commit-

tee sent me on a weekôs spiritual retreat while they 

carried on the ministries here at church. During 

this week, the Lord renewed my body, refreshed my 

spirit and retooled my personal calling as your 

pastor. How thankful I was to this group of leaders 

who saw my need to fall out of formation and get re

-fueled to lead the flock! 
 
The geese flying in formation honk to encourage those 

up front to keep up their speed. 

This lead goose can get ñpokeyò at times and need a 

good honking to move things along. Meeting 

weekly with our Executive Committee has done just 

that. Setting goals that are time-oriented and cru-

cial to moving things forward, serves to encourage 

me, ñhonkingò me forward in a timely manner. 

These leaders use regular encouragement and even 

humor to remind me as your pastor of my need to 

keep Godôs pace and not my own. 
 
When a goose gets sick, wounded or shot down, two 

geese drop out of formation and follow it to help and 

protect it. They stay with it until it dies or is able to fly 

again. Then, they launch out with another formation or 

catch up with the flock. 

      Over the last year, my health suffered with the 

stresses and strains of ministry coupled with a 

gluten allergy that escaped my attention. As a 

result, I was sick and tired. Many of you as pa-

rishioners and also these leaders on our team 

stayed close to me, protecting me and helping 

me regain health and vitality. Thanks be to God,  

 

 

MAYBE LEADERSHIP REALLY I S FOR THE BIRDS   

 Pastorõs ôPenõ  

 

Take calculated risks. That is quite different from being rash. ðGeorge S. Patton 
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