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RMCUMC Purpose: To be a welcoming family,
reaching out to the weary, wounded and wondering,
together becoming transformed disciples of Christ.
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Debbi e T. Says. 01/ 0

Today, Sunday, July 25, marks the end of Debbie Leaders. She was just whidie
Thompsonds career as c¢hi |l Daocterordesed. iwillmisshe r
Manor Community United Methodist Church. greatly. o

Debbie T., as h efiestionately called, is moving to Debbie T. will be working
New Hampshire to be closer to family there. part time at a hospital where s 1€

Al dondét | i ke sayi ng g o o dsedyoeverkinNew ldampshai & ee
|l ater, 0 she said. She also plans to keep herself

AiBeing here for the past buyy@eiphgtmcareforbeeerﬁf
preparation time for me, to maybe do something up fiorthgrandson, lan. Her son Jason, :il

to have a little bit more confidence and daughtein- :
in what | can de—————————————tedeee——l—ts | |2/, Martha, will be working full time.

Al just want t Pastor Debbie urges all to Jasan will be teaching high school drama.
everybody here at Ridge Manor. attend the special bon voyage When he wasndét manning

Thank you for your support, your | ncheon after worship to thank system, he portrayed many different characters
prayers and just accepting my fan .4 praise Debbie T. for the manyto entertain youngsters (and adults) during

ily into the bigger family here at ways she blessed the church withC hildrends church.

Ridge Manor. Nobody will ever be her chil dr enosPeRbied:whe ha§,l_8 years experience

forgotten, 06 she working with children; grew in the Lord as the
Pastor Debbie marveled, fAThe c¢childrends program gr e

Lord is so good to ud sending us this healing, spifiled over the past year. And, she has been deeply moved by the

wonder woman just when we needed her most. Sheloved pi r i t ual growth the church

on our kids and brought a peace to the ministry and its il think watching the chil

touches my heart. I me an, t

to little kids. You see twgyearolds who will get up and

sing like fiveyearolds. So | think any time a child is in

wor ship is always a touchin
The success of this yeards

single most satisfying experience while serving as chil-

drendés ministry director.

She said, fAltds actually t
director. 1 6ve al ways been
was a bit nervous taking it
on, but it all worked out  |Inside This Issue
well. | think the kids doing | For the Birds 2
the Christmas program waj Hymns/Memories 3
really touching too. It was & _

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS little bit different kind of Happenings 5
Debbie Thompson and son Jason, center, receive a hands -on Christmas progrart‘) VBS 6Hi gh6Sealsd
blessing on Sunday, July 11, after Pastor Debbie announced Some of her other ac-
that the childrends director, semplisheats neue! v What Is UMW? 9 ng
for New Hampshire the end of the month. They are returning changing the Wednesday | Trustees Active 10
to their home base to be close to families and for new oppor- evenin chil am
tunities. Jason has assisted with the children, dramas, and from FBI to Ug4JCB Un- More VBS Photos L2
operated the new sound gnd visual syste.m, and his wife Mar- _ der Co[lstruction 4 Jesus e Pﬁ/t;g? 5‘;%@”?75;}7;750”,
tha has assisted with the chil dhfdd andPdcthvely a m. Jason Thompson, Barbara
his twinkling eyes and precious grin, has been a joy to all. 8 Continued on Page 11 Green, Sam Blomberg
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MAYBE LEADERSHIP REALLY | S FOR THE BIRDS

Birds fascinate me. Just a few P
weeks ago, | sat mesmerized in frontx
of my television as | watched a flock N\
of doves being released outside the
funeral of our two fallen Tampa police

officers. Such a sad day and many ><
heavy hearts, but all eyes were glued x

to the sky as this formation of pure ot N
white doves swooped and turned and £al

flew with such grace and precision, | > ﬁﬂ

never knew doves could do such tight™

and synchronized maneuvers. The

news anchors then mentioned how the graceful creatures

would continue in formation and fly a few hundred miles

Ahome. 0 | sndt that amazing?
Watching them made me think of the Holy Spirit, our

heavenly fidoveo in all of
How wonderfully He can | ead
Aformationd or will for our

were always meant to & in the Presence of the Al-
mighty. How wonderful!

Doves do not have the corner market on maneuvers and
aviary formations. We often hear of geese and their amaz-
ing ability to work together to achieve such fantastic flying
feats. According to author/

N x o

emerged from this process is a Connec-
tion Team. this team will see that no

one is filost from ¢t
ping out of formation unbeknownst to

us. Their mission will be to find those

who are missing from the flock and

seek to bring them back to us seeing

that no goose is left behird.

¢+ When the lead goose tires, it rotates
back into formation and another goose
flies to the point position.

As your pastor, there are times | just get worn out. Our

Executive Committee has served to allow me, at
ti mes, to firotate backo
position. These times of respite have greatly in-

Hi sreageg overal health gng pirityakvigar. Oge g |

suseh time wag at iheyepchos May wherfthe gommit-
tieeesented@i ¥4 @s We&koke
carried on the ministries here at church. During

this week, the Lord renewed my body, refreshed my
spirit and retooled my personal calling as your
pastor. How thankful | was to this group of leaders
who saw my need to fall out of formation and get re

bfgeledyto lead therflack!i ast, Mil ton

¢ As each goose flaps its wings, it creates an "uplift' fo®# The geese flying in formation honk to encourage those

the birds that follow. By flying in a "V" formation, the

whole flock adds 71 percent greater flying range thanif Thi s |

each bird flew alone.

Did you know that in continuing with our Strategic
Plan, our newly formed Executive Committee (Ken
Philip, Louise Gerheauser, Barb Green, Lori Cun-
ni ngham and Secretary
alongsided your pastor
each Tuesday (and even on some Saturdays, t00)?
These meetings help to drive our Strategic Plan for-
ward in a timely manner and to support me as pas-
tor, increasing my overall effectiveness. A main arda
of focus had been assisting me in using my time in
conjunction with my strongest spiritual gifts. This

up front to keep up their speed.

ead goose can get fAp
good honking to move things along. Meeting

weekly with our Executive Committee has done just
that. Setting goals that are tinmgiented and cru-

cial to moving things forward, serves to encourage

Al i dee ., Bk i mPwe Mef Ifpwwvar d
a n dlhegerleaders dsg fegulgrgncoyiagementaad even

humor to remind me as your pastor of my need to
keep Goddés pace and not

When a goose gets sick, wounded or shot down, two
geese drop out of formation and follow it to help and
protect it. They stay with it until it dies or is able to fly

woul d fiincrease the whol P Th%nﬁtrl;%e% I%uncp Pug/vxllltr}]a&othreraforr]nbatéo% o a s
catch up with theflock.

we soar toward our Vision and Mission.

+ When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels
the drag and resistance of flying alone. It quickly
moves back into formation to take advantage of the lift-
ing power of the bird immediately in front of it.

As an Executive Committee, we have been working on
the restructuring on ministries into a structure that
works with our overall Plan. One ministry that

Over the last year, my health suffered with the

stresses and strains of ministry coupled with a
gluten allergy that escaped my attention. As a
result, | was sick and tired. Many of you as pa-
rishioners and also these leaders on our team
stayed close to me, protecting me and helping
me regain health and vitality. Thanks be to God,

0 Continued on Page 11

2 Take calculated risks. That is quite different from being ragh.George S. Patton



