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Debbie Thompson, Tami Nations, | could put together a budget without having a clear vision of where we were headed.
Judy Kerrigan, Louise Gerheauser Along the way, we came to realize that for all the great ministry going on at RMCUMC,
we were not wunlike the wandering | srael.]
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God's church
at RMcumc

Saturday, 6 p.m.
April 10

To lay out a bold plan
through 2015 and
beyond that will
BLOW YOUR MIND!

You wonét wani
/| tés Godds pl
His strength!
OExceedingly

Abundantly More! 6
A Ephesians 3:20

Transportation is available
for anyone who prefers not
to drive after dark. Contact
Donna Martucci, administra-
tive assistant, 583 -3770.

0 Stewardship and Vision

Then an amazing thing happenédthen we started really
listening to God, things came into focus, and the result will
we hope, be a forev@hanged course for our growing chur

/tés More Than Finances
Also, along the way, we became sure that our group wa Ephesians 3.20
about so much more than just finances. We became convincM
that we were more appropriately called Stewardship and Vision.
And as such, we sought Godbés will for ol
led by Ken Philip and Bev Carbert, who had come to us recently and whose expertise in
this area we also realized was coincidence
We are thrilled to be able to share this vision with the entire congregation in an awe-
somefi Vi si on Serviceodo on S athesancmary, Wefape just | 1
bursting with excitement to reveal where God has been leading us in our planning for the
next several years. This bold visidnwhich will affect each and every aspect of ministry

exceedingly
abundantly

more

=

and lifeatRMCUMC3 i s fiexceedingly abundantly mo
dream or hope for in our own strength.
e m/iasFot hbs.eremphasi ze how amazed and o

achurch minhistfyfa@as) is @bout what God has been doing through this planning process.
At every step, when we could have been afraid and retreated, Ken or Pastor Debbie or
another of our members would reassure us that God was bigger than our fears about
change or failure. At every turn in the process, when we stepped out in faith, we would
come together and things would become clearer and clearer. We came to be convinced
that He was indeed leading us. So at first in obedi&nead later in conviction and ex-
citementd we could do nothing other than persevere!

/| tés a Matter off ofS$he €wmlritdes hi p
We are united on the foll owing: It 6s &
we must remain mindful that Psame&s:lwvandwhat a

we do with what he has created for us and in us is a crucial part of our faith walk.
God has given each of us gifts, talents, resources and His peWstned on Page 8
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- BOLD VISION TIED TO SANCTIFIED SOUVENIR ?

~

As most of you know, this February Hi s message of fPe
| took my first pilgrimage to the Holy in my ears to this day.
Land. What an amazing time of spiritue AFearl ess | eader,
renewal (and physical exercise) was he self. The words seemed to linger on the
in Israel on this 14@lay trek. The Sea of air and most certainly in my mind.
Galilee, Nazareth, Bethlehem, Jerusale Over the next few weeks, on days
€ oh the wonder of ‘whenmmy strength was diminished, |
dle to the cross, | was simply mesmeriz _ would look over at my Shofar and it
amidst each holy wonder. would almost seem to call to me. Instinctively, | would
While at a Kibbutz in Galilee, | was drawntothe t ake t he crude ramds horn
bookstore and namely to the display of Shofars. (A Shof ar . Strength al ways
Shofars is one of the earliest instrumentsusedinJevwdr enal i ne, 0 | woul d thin
ish music that we see again and again in the Bible. Itis As | prepared over and
made from the horn of an animal, most commonly a pen article for this ApriMay edition, | knew my
ram but also goats or shee@) first the price tag dis- trip would be featured, but on the day | was to turn
suaded me, but | could not stop looking at these un- this in to Joy for publishing, God led me to research
usual ram horns, and | could not walk away from thethe Shofar.

display. In fact, | went to walk away and this thought  Hereiswhatlfoundé 1 n bi bl i cal t
raced into my mindi St o p ! I f you faumas bhTiad-ahndu@ce an important event, such as
el se from the Holy L and ,anaaomwfwanosthe cdming @ tritanpharit peéca for.

In obedience, | shopped. Godos people. The sound o

The clerk asked if | knew how to play a Shofar. souls to repentance and holy living. Sounding the Sho-
Of course, | did not, but felt compelled to try. He  far is connected with great moves of God, such as the
laughed saying that most people felt the samewayagd vi ng of the Ten Command
presumed it would be easy to play. With a challenge people took the Promised Land.
his voice and a smirk on his face, he folded hisarms When Godds peopl e hear
and awaited my best ef f ogemindedto sirenfjtisen ther dommitment t8 theoLord, r

Even | was shockewhen the booming tone His Word and the next mighty move of His hand for
emerged from the primitive instrument on my very firsiis people. The Shofar scatters the enemy in all of his
try. After remarks of amazement (and one job offertd ul | yi ng and doubts, | eav
work at the Kibbutz), | was checking out at the countere s ol ve t o c ar rfearlessleader&o d 6
with my new, mysterious treasure. Somehow | knew arise and with a heart of power and true worghip
this was not the end of the story. they conquer great feats for their reigning King.

Before leaving for the Holy Land, our strategic With that,Isayi Sound the al ar m,
planning team was deeply immersed in listening for We are all His fearless ones and we have territory to
and responding to Godoés twikei drrf «i ngurlechisr @h .
nerves were kicking in to be completely honisBIG,

bold vision has a way of causing some kkaecking. So pick up your horn, gather your faith and step
I remember thinking, AOHKwlyd whéleseolgpi gétint toget
You know this is Gododés will. Now beypHdioPDebltange a

and be courageous. O
| submit to you, the Lord knew | needed a Shofar. | Biblical References to the Shofar Genesis 22:13; Exo-
On arriving home, | found a big poster in my office,| dus 19:6, 19 Lev. 25:9; Joshua 6:20; JudgesZ213. |
sayingfiWel come Home Our ItFea rcﬁ‘foﬁ'glgf_?ﬁ“' 1 K.'Qg 15?%3?9 Psgim 98:6; Isaiah 273;
b h ight back h f i d Isaial :I; Ezekiel 33:6; Joel 2} Zechariah 9:1¥6; 1
rought me right back to the Sea of Galilee and Jesus Thessalonians 4:167; Revelation 4:1, 8:1, 10:7Tlijese

urging me to trust Him and dump my fears overboard.| are just a few of the many references.)

2 AAl wahandlmeanalwayd8 t ake ti me to | augh. odBatbhardJshndorhe musi ¢
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¥ 33 = 3 .83 3 2

o

My mother was a soloist in the On the Sunday that my mother returned to church after
churchthatlgrewupin.lwasal- her depr es sOncen ,Dasyh eAts aAn grifime
ways so proud watching her sing iOne day at a time, Sweet
and really letting her light shine. of you. oo I believe she kne

My mom sang in the choir and also song as a prayer. It also was a testament of what she had to

as the female lead singer in our do when she had been depressed, asking Jesus to just get

churchos Bi g Ba nlderthrdughtthattome @aay & hopes that the next one would

local nursing homes to perform for be better.

those who were homebound. I have recently come back to the church and become a
There were four songs | remember that still hold a sperenewed Christian. This journey is still new for me and at

cial placeHé nTonwc hhed r Me, 0 firfied a bit avtkwaedal believe her songs called me back to

Thou Art, 0 AOnamdiFay | atMya Ciéanaoh and specifically called me to Ridge Manor

These are songs she enjoyed singing not only in front of @ommunity UMC.

crowd but at home too. What she may not have known thenThe first Sundays that Joe and | started coming to

is how these songs would keep me close to God even whdnurch were flooded with songs that | remembered my

Becky Brown

|l didnét know it, want it mathersimgnb.il aiedéor thetfirst few Sundays straight
In 1995, my mom struggled with depression whileshebecause it was so power ful
was undergoing chemotherapy for breast cancerandre-c al | i ng, <calling for you an

treated from her friends, family and God. | came home tomy mother and God knew what was going on, that her

live with my parents to help them during this time. She fi-dedication to her faith walk by singing at church would
nally came out of it, but still was struggling with the physibring me back if | had ever strayed. Since my mother has
cal problems that having breast cancer caused. It had passed away, | am thankful that | have her songs to soothe
spread to other areas of her body and, not knowing at thene, to bring me close to her memories and keep calling me
time, was dying. back to Jesusd Becky Brown

Small Group Meetings EASTER SERVICES IN APRIL

Holy Thursday Service, April 1, 7 p.m.

Mondays at 6 p.m. Wednesdays at 1 p.m. _ ) .

Every other week Host: Halla Scott Good Friday Service, April 2, 7 p.m.

Host: Lori/Grady 6154 Beechwood Dr. % Easter Sunday, April 4, 10:15 a.m.
Cunningham Whispering Oaks

19728 Old Trilby Rd. 352467-0233

Dade City Leader: Pam Blomberg

3525210955 Thursday at 3 p.m

Leader: Lori Cunningham |, " Y P-m. (WAY)

ost: Dot/George Nelson .

Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 2297 Ring Road BAC K

Host: Joanne Ritz Spring Hill 5 IN

34770 Orchid Parkway 3526889961 .

Leader. Joarne Rz Sundays at830am. F TIME

Church, Youth Room
Leader: Barbara Green

Who is this
¥\ D, ~ . . . child in the
gj—;Menos Ministry Tak!ng ( ' pibturS tSken
/- Orders are being taken for Easter lilies which will be Y. in 19227

> 72 placed at the front of the church in honor or memory of|a

- .

. loved one. Plants are six dollars and are taken home after . Check Page 7

the service. Bill Miller Ron Ritz and Joe Cannon

ministry members, are taking orders through today, March 28.

ARemember worry is not of God anddlweCubninghens h it 3fr o
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New Year 0s

So,
resolution?

How many times have you made
New Year 6s resol
within the first
know about you, but | was getting
pretty depressed about the whole thi
That was three years ago.

My resolutions are a thing of the
past. As | was talking to God about t

what about

Resol ut i

t hlave tmuciNte warnyaleoatthé s
true meaning of joy, because
at hree yearmmyl at er , [
uwordon bavVeg tookeadakt
tmesnréat scripturest been ? I do
given books on joy, and |
ndfave joy magnets, ornaments,
trinkets, earrings, pillows,
paintings, bracelets, and can-
higlles all given to me by friends

ons Repl

s still
fini-

t
d
0

~ DO O

[
n

very thing Dec. 31, 2006, | glanced upand family members.
at a plaque hanging right in front of me God is so good-e knew,
over our sliding glass doors declaring even at the beginning of 2007

ALive Life Joyfu
given to Chuck and me by his sister

| that L. wouldhéded te drawa s ft

asipon His joy for my strength

a gi

a housewarming gift only months ear- for the events that would un-

lier.

I felt Iike God
you really love Me, you will live your
life joyfully. Now find the meaning of

real joy. o
That was the beginningf a jour-
ney that | &d&m st

knows anything about me knows that

my A w ojoydObviousty, | still

fold in 2008. _OH, WHAT A JOY!

wlanas theilied thahngy S|Steijnag,Q/vith sorp-irlu-lgw Bryan, granddaughter Anya
Jane, and her husband, Mam@ale, born Feb. 9, and daughter Heather Harvey

had moved to Whispering are all smiles, reflecting the new joy in their lives.
Oaks so we could be closer tahe Harveys also have a son, Kayne.

each other. Then they bought
| the vitlennext déar soany Momvedulnl  this was a surprise to God. He had
move over from Homosassa. Life wasbeen preparing me since the beginning
looking good and the joy was flowing! of 2007 for upcoming events. It was
Even though Jane was dealing with theny choice as to how | would respond

residuals of cancer treatment, we still to all of them. | had my ups and downs,
had great times together. She was in but when | really relied and trusted in
church at RMCUMC after being out God, He did give me the joy | needed

of church for 32 years. We attended
together and both became members.
Family is very important to both

to face the next day.
Joy may be my wortbr the rest
of my life, or until the Lord gives me

HEARTACHE AND JOY
Sunday, March 14, Lynda proudly
announced to the congregation that he
sonin-law, Sgt. Marcus Mathes, who w

killed while serving in Irag in 2008,
would be honored the next day by the
U.S. Postal Service.

In an emotional ceremony, the Dade
City post office was renamed and dedi-
cated to Marcus.

Wife Julia, sister Heather, brother
Brett, and Lynda all attended the dedic
tion along with numerous family mem-
bers, friends, and supporters, and U.S.
Rep. Ginny BrowAWaite, who intro-
duced the bill in Congress to change th
name, spoke of his love of country and
desire to serve.

Chuck and me. He has five brothers anot her one to expe
and sisters with whom we keep in clos® be content in whatever circumstance
touch. | had Jane, Marty,andMom | find mysel f. My
(my Dad had died in 2005), and our mercy and grace always outweighs
children |l oved towlatmel #insgdi. nyotuhr a
ask for more than that. Rejoice in the Lord always, and

Then the real test camdane died again | say rejoiced Philippians 4:4
AS-eb. 29, 2008, just three days afterher g1 | earn from Paul

55th birthday. The joy of the Lord is  attitude does not have to reflect my
my strength became the way | began outward circumstance. Paul was full
each morning. of joy because he knew that no matter
Then April 28th we got word that  what happened to him, Jesus Christ
our sonin-law, Marcus Mathes,was was wi t h hi m. It 6s
killed in Iraq by an IED. Wow, where aged about unpleasant circumstances
h-was that joy? or to take unimportant events too seri-
Our son Brett was experiencing kfeously. Ifyouhavendt been
threatening issues and entered Light- YOU may not be looking at life from the

g

]

house Ministries in the fall of 2008. ' i ght ped & p elifetAppi-e . 0
E Another hearbreaker. cation Study Bible 0 New Li vir
lation.

But, d k hat? N f
ut, do you know what? None o 5 Lynda Ehrman

AWeeping

may | ast through t he dRsalgiBQa5, but | o}



