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VISION SERVICE  

  
God's church  
at RMCUMC 

  

Saturday, 6 p.m.  

April 10  
 

To lay out a bold plan 
through 2015 and  
beyond that will  

BLOW YOUR MIND!     

 
You wonõt want to miss this. 
Itõs Godõs plan and itõs in 

His strength!  
 

òExceedingly  
Abundantly More! ó 
         ñEphesians 3:20   

 
Transportation is available  
for anyone who prefers not  
to drive after dark. Contact 
Donna Martucci, administra-
tive assistant, 583 -3770.  
  
ðStewardship and Vision  

      Continued on Page 8 

RMCURMCURMCU

For absolutely everyone!  

Strategic Planning Bringing  

a Bold Vision for RMCUMC  
 

 ñNow all glory to God, who is able through his mighty power at work within us, to do 

exceedingly abundantly more than we would ever dare to ask, hope or dream for.ò                 
                                                                                                              ðEphesians 3:20 
 A funny thing happened on the way to the budget this year.  
 God happened. He spoke to a group of us in what was then the ñFinance Team,ò  

challenging us about our visioning é about our focus, our goals, and how in the world we 

could put together a budget without having a clear vision of where we were headed. 

 Along the way, we came to realize that for all the great ministry going on at RMCUMC, 

we were not unlike the wandering Israelites. We were doing good work but we werenôt 

necessarily focusing all of Godôs power on a holy-appointed goal. 

 Then an amazing thing happened:  When we started really 

listening to God, things came into focus, and the result will, 

we hope, be a forever-changed course for our growing church. 
 
Itõs More Than Finances 
 Also, along the way, we became sure that our group was 

about so much more than just finances. We became convinced 

that we were more appropriately called Stewardship and Vision.  

And as such, we sought Godôs will for our church through this strategic planning process, 

led by Ken Philip and Bev Carbert, who had come to us recently and whose expertise in 

this area we also realized was no coincidence.   

 We are thrilled to be able to share this vision with the entire congregation in an awe-

some ñVision Serviceò on Saturday, April 10, at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary. We are just 

bursting with excitement to reveal where God has been leading us in our planning for the 

next several years. This bold vision ð which will affect each and every aspect of ministry 

and life at RMCUMC ð is ñexceedingly abundantly moreò than we would have dared to 

dream or hope for in our own strength.  

  We canôt overemphasize how amazed and grateful our team (made up of leaders from 

church ministry areas) is about what God has been doing through this planning process. 

 At every step, when we could have been afraid and retreated, Ken or Pastor Debbie or 

another of our members would reassure us that God was bigger than our fears about 

change or failure. At every turn in the process, when we stepped out in faith, we would 

come together and things would become clearer and clearer. We came to be convinced 

that He was indeed leading us. So at first in obedience ð and later in conviction and ex-

citement ð we could do nothing other than persevere! 
 
Itõs a Matter of Stewardship ñ of the Church Itself  
 We are united on the following:  Itôs all a matter of Stewardship. As disciples of Christ, 

we must remain mindful that the world and all that is in it is Godôs (Psalm 24:1), and what 

we do with what he has created for us and in us is a crucial part of our faith walk.  

   God has given each of us gifts, talents, resources and His power.  

exceedingly  
abundantly  

more  
Ephesians 3:20  

 

Purpose: 

To be a welcoming family, reaching  

out to the weary, wounded and wondering,  

together becoming transformed 

disciples of Christ. 
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2                  ñAlways ð and I mean always ð take time to laugh. It is the music of the soul!ò ðBarbara Johnson 

 Pastorõs ôPenõ  

 

Biblical References to the Shofar:  Genesis 22:13; Exo-

dus 19:6, 19; Lev. 25:9; Joshua 6:20;  Judges 7:15-22; 1 

Chron. 15:24; 1 Kings 1:34, 39; Psalm 98:6;  Isaiah 27:3; 

Isaiah 58:1; Ezekiel 33:3-6; Joel 2; Zechariah 9:14-16; 1 

Thessalonians 4:16-17; Revelation 4:1, 8:1, 10:7  (These 

are just a few of the many references.) 

  

 As most of you know, this February 

I took my first pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land. What an amazing time of spiritual 

renewal (and physical exercise) was had 

in Israel on this 10-day trek. The Sea of 

Galilee, Nazareth, Bethlehem, Jerusalem 

é oh the wonder of it all!  From the cra-

dle to the cross, I was simply mesmerized 

amidst each holy wonder. 

 While at a Kibbutz in Galilee, I was drawn to the 

bookstore and namely to the display of Shofars.  (A 

Shofars is one of the earliest instruments used in Jew-

ish music that we see again and again in the Bible. It is 

made from the horn of an animal, most commonly a 

ram but also goats or sheep.)  At first the price tag dis-

suaded me, but I could not stop looking at these un-

usual ram horns, and I could not walk away from the 

display. In fact, I went to walk away and this thought 

raced into my mind, ñStop!  If you buy NOTHING 

else from the Holy Land, you must have a Shofar.ò  
 In obedience, I shopped. 

 The clerk asked if I knew how to play a Shofar.  

Of course, I did not, but felt compelled to try.  He 

laughed saying that most people felt the same way and 

presumed it would be easy to play. With a challenge in 

his voice and a smirk on his face, he folded his arms 

and awaited my best efforts to ñsound the Shofar.ò   

 Even I was shocked when the booming tone 

emerged from the primitive instrument on my very first 

try. After remarks of amazement (and one job offer to 

work at the Kibbutz), I was checking out at the counter 

with my new, mysterious treasure. Somehow I knew 

this was not the end of the story. 

 Before leaving for the Holy Land, our strategic 

planning team was deeply immersed in listening for 

and responding to Godôs vision for our church.  My 

nerves were kicking in to be completely honest ð BIG, 

bold vision has a way of causing some knee-knocking. 

I remember thinking, ñOkay, Nelson, get it together.  

You know this is Godôs will. Now be His change agent 

and be courageous.ò   

 I submit to you, the Lord knew I needed a Shofar. 

     On arriving home, I found a big poster in my office, 

saying, ñWelcome Home Our Fearless Leader.ò  It  

brought me right back to the Sea of Galilee and Jesus  

urging me to trust Him and dump my fears overboard.  

     His message of ñPeace be still!ò rings 

in my ears to this day.   

     ñFearless leader, eh?ò I thought to my-

self. The words seemed to linger on the 

air and most certainly in my mind. 

     Over the next few weeks, on days 

when my strength was diminished, I 

would look over at my Shofar and it 

would almost seem to call to me. Instinctively, I would 

take the crude ramôs horn in my hands and sound the 

Shofar.  Strength always seemed to arise. ñMaybe itôs 

adrenaline,ò I would think. 

 As I prepared over and over to write my pastorôs 

pen article for this April-May edition, I knew my  

trip would be featured, but on the day I was to turn  

this in to Joy for publishing, God led me to research  

the Shofar.   

 Here is what I found é In biblical times, the Sho-

far was blown to announce an important event, such as 

an alarm of war or the coming of triumphant peace for 

Godôs people. The sound of the Shofar arouses our 

souls to repentance and holy living. Sounding the Sho-

far is connected with great moves of God, such as the 

giving of the Ten Commandments and when Godôs 

people took the Promised Land.  

 When Godôs people hear the Shofar, they are to be 

reminded to strengthen their commitment to the Lord, 

His Word and the next mighty move of His hand for 

His people. The Shofar scatters the enemy in all of his 

bullying and doubts, leaving Godôs people with a bold 

resolve to carry out Godôs will. His fearless leaders 

arise and with a heart of power and true worship ð 

they conquer great feats for their reigning King. 

 With that, I say, ñSound the alarm, RMCUMC!  

We are all His fearless ones and we have territory to 

take for King Jesus!ò   
  

 So pick up your horn, gather your faith and step 

lively ð weôre goinô in! 

ðPastor Debbie 

BOLD  VISION  TIED  TO SANCTIFIED  SOUVENIR ? 
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Hymns é and Memories 
What hymn has special memories for you? 
 

 
 My mother was a soloist in the 

church that I grew up in. I was al-

ways so proud watching her sing 

and really letting her light shine.  

My mom sang in the choir and also 

as the female lead singer in our 

churchôs Big Band that traveled to 

local nursing homes to perform for 

those who were homebound.   

 There were four songs I remember that still hold a spe-

cial place in my heart,  ñHe Touched Me,ò ñHow Great 

Thou Art,ò ñOne Day at a Timeò and ñFill My Cup.ò  

These are songs she enjoyed singing not only in front of a 

crowd but at home too. What she may not have known then 

is how these songs would keep me close to God even when 

I didnôt know it, want it or believe it.   

 In 1995, my mom struggled with depression while she 

was undergoing chemotherapy for breast cancer and re-

treated from her friends, family and God. I came home to 

live with my parents to help them during this time. She fi-

nally came out of it, but still was struggling with the physi-

cal problems that having breast cancer caused. It had 

spread to other areas of her body and, not knowing at the  

time, was dying.   

  

 

 

 On the Sunday that my mother returned to church after 

her depression, she sang ñOne Day At A Time.ò   

 ñOne day at a time, Sweet Jesus. Thatôs all Iôm asking 

of you.ò  I believe she knew she was dying and sang this 

song as a prayer. It also was a testament of what she had to 

do when she had been depressed, asking Jesus to just get 

her through that one day in hopes that the next one would 

be better.   

 I have recently come back to the church and become a 

renewed Christian. This journey is still new for me and at 

times a bit awkward. I believe her songs called me back to 

the church and specifically called me to Ridge Manor 

Community UMC.   

 The first Sundays that Joe and I started coming to 

church were flooded with songs that I remembered my 

mother singing. I cried for the first few Sundays straight 

because it was so powerful. The song that sings  ñJesus is 

calling, calling for you and for meò makes me know that 

my mother and God knew what was going on, that her 

dedication to her faith walk by singing at church would 

bring me back if I had ever strayed. Since my mother has 

passed away, I am thankful that I have her songs to soothe 

me, to bring me close to her memories and keep calling me 

back to Jesus.  ðBecky Brown 
 
 

ñRemember worry is not of God and we banish it from your day in Jesusô name!ò ðLori Cunningham 

 
EASTER SERVICES IN APRIL 

 

Holy Thursday Service, April 1, 7 p.m.  

Good Friday Service, April 2, 7 p.m.  

Easter Sunday, April 4, 10:15 a.m.  

(WAY)  

BACK  
IN 

TIME  
  
Who is this 
child in the  
picture taken  
in 1922?  
 

Check Page 7 
 
 

 

 

Becky Brown  

Mondays at 6 p.m. 

Every other week 

Host: Lori/Grady 

      Cunningham 

19728 Old Trilby Rd. 

Dade City  

352-521-0955 

Leader: Lori Cunningham 
 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 

Host:  Joanne Ritz 

34770 Orchid Parkway  

352-583-4387  

Leader: Joanne Ritz 
 
 

Wednesdays at 1 p.m. 

Host:  Halla Scott  

6154 Beechwood Dr.  

Whispering Oaks 

352-467-0233 

Leader: Pam Blomberg 
 
Thursday at 3 p.m. 

Host:  Dot/George Nelson 

2297 Ring Road 

Spring Hill 

352-688-9961   
 
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 

Church, Youth Room 

Leader: Barbara Green 

Small Group Meetings  

 
Menõs Ministry Taking Orders for Lilies 
    Orders are being taken for Easter lilies which will be 

placed at the front of the church in honor or memory of a 

loved one. Plants are six dollars and are taken home after 

the service. Bill Miller, Ron Ritz and Joe Cannon, menôs 

ministry members, are taking orders through today, March 28.  
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     So, what about that New Yearôs 

resolution? 

 How many times have you made a 

New Yearôs resolution only to break it 

within the first month or two?  I donôt 

know about you, but I was getting 

pretty depressed about the whole thing!  

That was three years ago.   

 My resolutions are a thing of the 

past. As I was talking to God about this 

very thing Dec. 31, 2006, I glanced up 

at a plaque hanging right in front of me 

over our sliding glass doors declaring 

ñLive Life Joyfully.ò This was a gift 

given to Chuck and me by his sister as 

a house-warming gift only months ear-

lier.   

 I felt like God was saying to me, ñIf 

you really love Me, you will live your 

life joyfully. Now find the meaning of 

real joy.ò   

 That was the beginning of a jour-

ney that Iôm still on. Anyone who 

knows anything about me knows that 

my ñwordò is joy. Obviously, I still  

 

have much to learn about the 

true meaning of joy, because 

three years later, itôs still my 

word.  Iôve looked at defini-

tions, read scriptures, been 

given books on joy, and I 

have joy magnets, ornaments, 

trinkets, earrings, pillows, 

paintings, bracelets, and can-

dles all given to me by friends 

and family members.   

 God is so good. He knew, 

even at the beginning of 2007 

that I would need to draw 

upon His joy for my strength 

for the events that would un-

fold in 2008.   

     I was thrilled that my sister, 

Jane, and her husband, Marty, 

had moved to Whispering 

Oaks so we could be closer to 

each other. Then they bought 

the villa next door so my Mom could 

move over from Homosassa.  Life was 

looking good and the joy was flowing! 

Even though Jane was dealing with the 

residuals of cancer treatment, we still 

had great times together. She was in 

church at RMCUMC after being out  

of church for 32 years. We attended 

together and both became members.   

 Family is very important to both 

Chuck and me. He has five brothers 

and sisters with whom we keep in close 

touch. I had Jane, Marty, and Mom 

(my Dad had died in 2005), and our 

children loved to come visit. You canôt 

ask for more than that.  

 Then the real test came. Jane died 

Feb. 29, 2008, just three days after her 

55th birthday. The joy of the Lord is 

my strength became the way I began 

each morning.   

 Then April 28th we got word that 

our son-in-law, Marcus Mathes, was 

killed in Iraq by an IED. Wow, where 

was that joy?   

 Our son Brett was experiencing life-

threatening issues and entered Light-

house Ministries in the fall of 2008.  

Another heart-breaker.   

 But, do you know what? None of  

 

this was a surprise to God. He had  

been preparing me since the beginning 

of 2007 for upcoming events. It was 

my choice as to how I would respond 

to all of them. I had my ups and downs, 

but when I really relied and trusted in 

God, He did give me the joy I needed 

to face the next day. 

     Joy may be my word for the rest  

of my life, or until the Lord gives me 

another one to experience. Iôm learning  

to be content in whatever circumstance 

I find myself. My gratitude for Godôs 

mercy and grace always outweighs 

what Iôm going through.   

     Rejoice in the Lord always, and 

again I say rejoice! ðPhilippians 4:4  
  
 ñI learn from Paul that my inner 
attitude does not have to reflect my 
outward circumstance. Paul was full  
of joy because he knew that no matter 
what happened to him, Jesus Christ 
was with him. Itôs easy to get discour-
aged about unpleasant circumstances  
or to take unimportant events too seri-
ously. If you havenôt been joyful lately, 
you may not be looking at life from the 
right perspective.ò ð from ñLife Appli-
cation Study Bible,ò New Living trans-
lation. 

                ðLynda Ehrman 

                                     ñWeeping may last through the night, but joy comes with the morning.ò  ðPsalm 30:5 

New Yearõs Resolutions Replaced by Positive Journey 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HEARTACHE AND JOY 

 Sunday, March 14, Lynda proudly 

announced to the congregation that her 

son-in-law, Sgt. Marcus Mathes, who was 

killed while serving in Iraq in 2008, 

would be honored the next day by the 

U.S. Postal Service. 

 In an emotional ceremony, the Dade 

City post office was renamed and dedi-

cated to Marcus. 

 Wife Julia, sister Heather, brother 

Brett, and Lynda all attended the dedica-

tion along with numerous family mem-

bers, friends, and supporters, and U.S. 

Rep. Ginny Brown-Waite, who intro-

duced the bill in Congress to change the 

name, spoke of his love of country and 

desire to serve.  

OH, WHAT A JOY!  
Lynda, with son -in- law Bryan, granddaughter Anya 
Cale, born Feb. 9, and daughter Heather Harvey 
are all smiles, reflecting the new joy in their lives. 
The Harveys also have a son, Kayne. 

JULIA  


